104         HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

over boundary demarcations, and a small expedition
was'sent  into  the  hills,  but with  no  success.    On
this   followed  another  blockade, which  brought   the
tribe to its senses a few years later.    In 1883, when
the   Calcutta  Exhibition  was   coming   off,   a  native
official   was   sent  to  the  Aka   chief to  ask   him to
supply   articles   for   the   exhibition,   and   also   for   a
man and a woman to be sent down to be modelled
there.    The  chief took  offence  at  the  request  and
detained   the   official.     This   act   was   immediately
followed by a serious raid on Baliapara, when two
forest officials were captured amongst many others ;
and  a  British force  consisting  of 700   rifles  of the
43rd Assam Light Infantry and i2th B.L, with two
guns of the Kohat mountain battery and 450 trans-
port  coolies  under  command of General  Sale  Hill,
entered the Aka country in December,  1883.    The
advance was rapid and was opposed at the Bharali
river, where the tribesmen attacked the camp at night,
causing us one  killed  and  seven wounded.    A  few
days    later   the   principal   village    Mehdi,   strongly
stockaded,   was   attacked   and   assaulted.    The   guns
taking the heart out of the Akas, they did not wait
for  the   bayonet,   but   broke   and   fled.    Two   days
later they sent in their captives, and in January, 1884,
the force was withdrawn on the Akas entering into
an agreement with Government to report their arrival
at any markets in the plains, where they would fairly
barter their goods, and not thieve or commit crimes
in our territory, or join any parties who may here-
after become enemies of the British, to appear in the
plains without weapons, to recover debts from our
ryots   through   our   civil   court,   and   to  forfeit   the